MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
he restored to die Byzantine Empire.1 On the whole, Charles's policy
in Italy had failed; he had not become a Mediterranean power.
Nothing reveals more clearly the upheavals of the ancient and
Mediterranean order which had prevailed for so many centuries,
The Empire of Charlemagne was the critical point of the rupture
by Islam of the European equilibrium. That he was able to realize
this Empire was due, on the one hand, to the fact that the separation
of East from West had limited the authority of the Pope to Western
Europe; and, on die other hand, to the fact that the conquest of
Spain and Africa by Islam had made the king of the Franks the
master of the Christian Occident.
It is therefore strictly correct to say that without Mohammed
Charlemagne would have been inconceivable.
In the yth century the ancient Roman Empire had actually
become an Empire of the East; the Empire of Charles was an
Empire of the West.
In reality, each of the two Empires ignored the other.2
And in conformity with the direction followed by history,
the centre of this Empire was in the North, to which the new centre
of gravity of Europe had shifted. With the Prankish kingdom—but
it was the Austrasian-Germanic Prankish kingdom—the Middle
Ages had their beginning. After the period during which the
Mediterranean unity subsisted—from the 5th to the 8th century—
the rupture of that unity had displaced the axis of the world.8
Germanism began to play its part in history. Hitherto the Roman
tradition had been uninterrupted. Now an original Romano-
Germanic civilization was about to develop.
1	HARTMANN, Op. Ctt,, Vol III1, p. 64.
2	The coronation of Charles was not in any sense explained by the fact
that at this moment a woman was reigning in Constantinople.
a hartmann, op. tit, vol. Ha, p. 353, perceived this very clearly when he
wrote: "Geographically and economically, politically and culturally, there
had been a rearrangement in the grouping of the Christian peoples which
gave the mediaeval epoch its peculiar stamp.'1
Cf. also dawson, op. dt,, p, 147: It is in the seventh century, and not in the
fifth, that we mustpkce the endofjhe last phase of ancient Mediterranean civilization,
*the age of the Christian Empire, and the beginnings oftheMiddle Ages.
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